CHAPTER  XI
AFTER    THE    STORM
THE serving soldier naturally looks on war, its
preparation, and its conduct as Ms task in life.
He cannot and must not look outside Ms narrow
blinkers. He believes in Ms power of destruction
as do his possible adversaries. There the matter
ends.
It is for others to lead the way down the avenue of
sanity. We can only point. I can only judge the
military minds of soldiers by my own mind, when I
was serving, and before I began to study the blessings
of peace. Here is an instance of my own narrow-
minded mentality in 1918. Sir William Bird wood
issued orders that the city of Lille was not to be
bombarded. I received the orders with mixed
feelings. 'But/ I said, "there are Germans inside,
what of them, are they to escape?3 I was bent on
destruction.
Only those men who actually march back from
the battle line on nth November, 1918, can ever
know or realise the naked feelings then in the hearts